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In this class, we will examine the genre of historical fiction and its
significance. The topic of this class is historical fiction: is it history or is it
fiction? Historical fiction spans across both history and fiction. When we start
to consider the boundaries of history and fiction, the debate continues
endlessly. Here, we approach this topic on a very common-sense level.
History values past facts, while fiction is based on imaginative creativity.
Historical fiction must respond to these dual demands, creating believable
stories about the past by using both historical facts and fiction. These
constraints have kept historical fiction on the periphery of the literary world.

However, conversely, these constraints can also be considered as a
unique driving force that pulls historical fiction forward. Therefore, historical
fiction writers present a time frame of 40 to 60 years as the stage for
historical fiction, in order to secure their own territory while avoiding
controversy. In other words, they choose a period two to three generations
prior as the backdrop of historical fiction. Two or three generations prior
means there are still some historical records, but there is still room for
negotiation for the parts that have been left blank. This means being faithful
to historical facts while filling the gaps with fictional imagination.

This viewpoint assumes that history and fiction are separate fields with
different goals. Such perceptions and prescriptions are being questioned in
new trends, but we need to keep in mind that historical fiction has developed
within these constraints.

The Dark area, is it the threshold of historical fiction? Fleishman's {The
English Historical Novel) explains that a period of about two to three
generations ago is a good time for historical fiction to deal with. He sees
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limitations in conveying the past accurately and truthfully. Even if historical
records and materials still exist, not all of them are preserved. So, historical
data is inevitably partial and fragmented. This is a difficulty not only for
historians but also for historical fiction writers.

However, he also sees this as providing challenges and opportunities. This
is because the meaning and direction of historical fiction can vary depending
on how writers fill and reproduce these gaps. If we could know everything
about the past perfectly, there would be no motivation or desire to explore
historical facts. People can activate their intellectual curiosity and imagination
only when there are gaps and unknown areas to be filled. The historical
imagination mentioned by Fleishman

emphasizes the importance of fictional imagination to fill the gaps and rifts
in historical records. That's why it's called historical imagination. To vividly and
realistically convey past events, the domain of the imagination is necessary.
However, Fleishman argues that this historical imagination must have certain
limitations. It is limited to supplementing the dark area, where there are few
records, with imagination, like weaving fabric.

He believes that fictional imagination that freely transforms and adapts past
history must have limits, and exceeding them is beyond the writer's authority.
This statement suggests that the expression ‘historical imagination” itself
already contains its meaning, rather than calling it "fictional imagination.*

Gyorgy Lukacs(1885-1971) noted about historical fictions as pre-history. |
presented a slide with a photo of Lukacs, and it is impossible to discuss
historical fiction without mentioning him. He was a Hungarian literary
philosopher and a notable Marxist. Under the influence of the 1918 Russian
Revolution, he joined the Hungarian Communist Party and served as the
Minister of Education in the Hungarian Revolutionary Government. Of course,
this revolutionary government was short-lived.

His representative work, {The Historical Novel), was published in 1937, and
it is very meaningful in that he made the first theoretical attempt to discuss
historical fiction in an era when there was little research on this field. As the
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claim of his first theoretical attempt suggests, {The Historical Novel) combines
theory and reality. The quote | presented on the slide was what he discussed
by referring to Walter Scott's (1771-1832) view. The key here is that the
subject selected to evoke contemporary interest must be translated into the
language and customs of our current era. In the terminology used in {The
Historical Novel), this is called "anachronism." This means that it is inevitable
that it will deviate from the era in which it occurred.

However, Lukacs added a remark to this story. He said that it is true that
this freedom must have its limits. This statement means that because history
prior to our own experience must be experienced as such, it inevitably needs
to be translated into the language and culture of our time, but it must also be
harmoniously translated.

Therefore, this is the true meaning of Lukacs' historical novel as a modern
prehistory. Gyorgy Lukacs warns that we should not unconditionally transform
or adapt past facts according to our contemporary language as we see fit.
Then let's take a look at a part of Walter Scott's (lvanhoe), which Lukacs
praised as the pioneer of historical novels.

Walter Scott is considered to have created the modern format of historical
novel. And the person who most actively evaluated Scott's works was Lukacs,
who developed his theory of historical fiction through Scott's works. Therefore,
to understand Lukacs' theory of historical fiction, it is impossible to do so
without understanding Walter Scott.

The slide presented here also discussed heroes and outlaws of the people,
which is covered in the fifth week of this course. In addition to depicting the
upper class of kings and nobles, Scott also introduced the legendary character
Robin Hood from folklore. Although Robin Hood is not the main character,
Walter Scott recreates the life and culture of the common people of that time
through Robin Hood. Lukacs pointed out that the interaction between the
upper and lower classes is essential in forming the totality of people's lives.

He argued that it is impossible to represent history comprehensively with
only the lifestyle of the lower class or the taste of the upper class.
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Thus, Scott introduced the legendary figure of Robin Hood and made the
protagonist Ivanhoe a fictional character, rather than a historical or realistic
one. Although Ivanhoe is neither a hero who can change the course of history
nor an outstanding figure, Walter Scott created this fictional character to serve
as a transitional figure, showing the movements of King Richard the Lionheart
and the aristocratic class at the time.

This is the very character that Lukacs described as a 'middling” figure.
While the historical record does not contain King Richard's inner thoughts, the
use of fictional imagination allows for a vivid and concrete depiction of his
character. From this perspective, the role of the middling character in Lukacs'
historical novel is crucial, as it provides a means of realizing the inner life of
historical figures, and in doing so, acquires the comprehensive totality of the
era. This aspect can be considered the core of Lukacs' theory of historical
fiction.

History is also a form of text. We're going to look at emergent and
deconstructive understandings of New Historicism. The traditional view of
history, which separates the boundaries of history and literature and claims
that literature fills in the gaps that history cannot record, has been criticized
by New Historicism and Postmodernism since the late 20th century. As an
example of New Historicism, the slide provides a lengthy explanation, citing
the figure of Greenblatt (1943-)

who argued that history and literature do not merely reflect or excavate the
past, but construct, create and invent it. but are constructed, created, and
invented. The restoration of history, restoring history as it was in the past, is
not favored by new historicists, even the term restoration. The reason for this
is because restoration presupposes that the past can be completely recovered
in the present, with history remaining immutable. New historicism views
existing records, fragmented records, and artifacts as products of a specific
period and situation in which the social, political perspective and understanding
of the time are reflected.

For example, records of the royal family, that is, records of the winners,
cannot go beyond the political representation of the ruling class. Other groups
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and individuals are either not recorded or marginalized. This means that it is
difficult to find the lives of ordinary people in records of royal or victorious
families. Records of the periphery and minorities in history are relatively scarce
and incomplete.

Therefore, there are limitations in constructing their history only based on
empirical verification and historical records of positivism. The new historicists'
argument that imagination and interpretation need to be actively utilized also
affects the perception of historical novels. In short, one can question whether
historical novels are truly free from the history of the winners.

Do you see the child on the right? The child wearing a hat is a biracial
orphan named Gl Baby John. Gl stands for Government Issue, which refers to
American military personnel, meaning supplies or equipment issued by the US
military. John was born to a father of an American soldier and a mother who
was a sex worker. So, he was born between a US soldier and a sex worker
who provided sexual services to US soldiers. But he was abandoned early and
lived in an orphanage.

A high school student named Kim Yong-yong, who paid attention to this
biracial orphan, was told by a spy that if he brought a biracial child to North
Korea, he would be admitted to a higher-level school, sent to study in
Moscow, and given a stable job. He took the child to the barbed-wire fence
at the ceasefire line, where he was of course arrested by soldiers. He couldn't
cross the ceasefire line.

This incident, in which a biracial child born between an American soldier
and a Korean sex worker and a poor Korean student attempted to defect to
the North, became a big issue at the time. The incident, which was a
problem at the time, has since disappeared and been forgotten. | have also
written a paper on this incident by juxtaposing it with the contemporary
context. In 1958, North Korea released a propaganda message on the rescue
of orphans, saying that since the life of biracial orphans or orphans in South
Korea was so miserable they would raise and nurture them if they were
brought to North Korea.
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This incident is about those from low-income backgrounds who wanted to
study hard and had dreams of higher education, like Kim Ydng-yong, who
responded to this propaganda and attempted to defect. In the context of such
incidents, ethnic Koreans in Japan, called Zainichi Koreans, could not bear the
discrimination and humiliation they faced in Japan. As a result, from December
1959 to 1961, over 74,000 of them set foot on North Korean soil. This is
known as the enormous Exodus to North Korea. Within this exodus, there
were also attempts at crossing the border from South to North Korea.

Therefore, within this context and intersection, a thick description of this
photo in Chapter 1 can lead to a new meaning. This complex meaning
emerges from the interweaving of elements, such as Korea's US military
bases and the structure of the Cold War, base town prostitution, mixed-race
orphans, poverty and alienation of the war refugees from North, neglect of
biracial children, international adoption, and child welfare. Peripheral history is
such that these remaining records can be narrated only after the process of
layering multiple layers of interpretations.

Reality is merely a product of its effect. Please take a look at the left text
that claims that all realities are reconstructed, and the two pictures on the
right. If the reality is unstable and necessarily followed by selection and
processing, then it has been argued by New Historians that what is called
reality should be seen as ‘“reality effect”. The concept of reality effect is that
reality is not a fixed entity but rather an effect of a discourse that is
constantly produced and reconstructed. Even when looking at the same object,
depending on how it is constructed and presented, it can produce different
effects.

The photo on the right is a photo of the bombing of Shanghai in 1937. In
the top photo, a child is crying alone in a destroyed station. This gives a
dramatic representation of the destruction of Shanghai caused by the bombing.
In the photo below, there is clearly an adult next to the child. This is the
evidence used to claim that the photo was manipulated to highlight the
tragedy of the scene by intentionally focusing on the child and erasing the
other people.
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This photo was staged, and it has been claimed to be fake. Japanese
historical revisionists have used this photo as evidence that there is no proof
that Japan committed mass killings of Chinese during the Sino-Japanese War
and have also raised the possibility of photo manipulation. From the
perspective of journalistic ethics, the staging of this photo can certainly be
called into question. However, since revisionists do not discuss the photo of
this child who was actually injured in the bombing, they also distort history.
This slide's photo illustrates

the competition and crisis of authenticity in historical interpretation. There is
no simple and monolithic history. To further explain, the child in this photo
was severely injured. The bombing of Shanghai, as evidenced by this child's
photo, falls under the war crimes committed by the Japanese military since it
targeted innocent civilians. Similarly, | believe that the indiscriminate bombing
carried out by the US military in North Korea during the Korean War, which
they called precision bombing, is also a war crime.

The atomic bomb seen from above in the sky evokes awe and excitement,
but on the ground, it was fear and disaster. War is a great disaster created
by humanity that destroys all human life, and this is why it can be called a
crime against humanity. And there are several things to consider regarding the
reality effect, but concerning this matter, | would like you to find and read
more about it in the mentioned text {Our Historical Novels need Theory and
Debate). | will omit this part because it needs further explanation.

By redefining historical novels with the aspect to the reality effect in this
way, it's possible to obtain such chart. The four classifications of historical
novels ranging from factual to fantastic. So here, on the far right, we have
historical narrative, and on the left, we have fantasy beyond the agreed upon
reality. The lecturer divided the four classifications of historical novels in this
way, ranging from factual to fantastic, when discussing Korean historical novels
from the aspect of the reality effect. Instead of saying history, the term
historical narrative was used to reflect that history should also be structured
like a narrative to raise readers’ understanding and empathy.
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Therefore, the closer it is to historical narrative, the more people feel it is
factual. Thus, people feel that the raw materials that have not been processed
or adapted are revealed as they are. On the other hand, the more fictional
imagination surpasses the common knowledge and information that | already
know, the more fantastic the historical novel becomes. This is where
alternative history comes in, which will be discussed later. It also has a
connection with science fiction (SF), which uses advanced scientific technology
like time machines to cross through different eras, including the past, present,
and future.

In this regard, the term "Faction” was coined for a historical drama in the
2000s, which is a perfect Korean combination term, being the combination of
the words 'fact” and "fiction". Faction refers to a story that is free from the
constraints and limitations of historical records. This trend contributed to the
rise of the Korean Wave,

as seen in the drama "The Legend" (T'aewangsasin’gi), which led the trend
of Korean-style slang, Faction. "The King and the Clown" (Wang Ui namja),
opened the clown performance for 10 million audience with heightened
imagination. "The King and the Clown" (Wang Ui namja) also showcases
Faction's trend. The two men in red clothes are clowns, or male entertainers,
representative of the lowest class, called ch’onmin, in Choson dynasty.

The interaction and empathy between the clown and the king were handled
well, making it a beloved work among moviegoers. You can check out this
work on Netflix. As you watch the film, pay attention to the same-sex
affection and relationships between the male characters, both between the
king and the clown and among the clowns themselves. And | hope you could
think about how it succeeded as Faction.
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This lesson focuses on the four turning points and reading methods of
Korean historical novels. In other words, if we consider that all history is
viewed from the perspective of its reality effects, then all history is
constructed based on this aspect of reality and its impact. In Korean historical
novels, the same historical events can vary depending on how the characters
are composed and the perspective taken. We will explore this aspect in this
lesson. The turning points of Korean historical novels can be divided into four
periods like this.

1900 was a time of national crisis due to the threat of colonization by
Japan. In 1905, Japan deprived Korea of its diplomatic rights, and in 1910, the
Korean Peninsula was annexed by Japan. In the context of this crisis of
national sovereignty, historical heroes from the past were called upon. From
1900s, there has been a preference for characters with superhuman qualities
that reflect the intention to overcome crises from the distant past to the
recent past.

Examples of such heroes are Ulchi Munddk and Yi Sun-sin, who are
representative heroes of Korea. Foreign heroes, such as Jeanne d'Arc, were
also actively introduced. They were considered essential figures for overcoming
and resolving the crisis facing Korea. After that, the heyday of historical novels
in the 1930s began to unfold. At that time, there was a revival of interest in
Korean traditions and heritage, which led to a boom in historical novels.

Authors of historical novels such as Yi Kwang-su, Hong Myong-hti, Kim
Tong-in, and Yi Tae-jun emerged during this period. These authors will
continue to be discussed throughout the course. In the 1970s and 1980s, as
“minjung” discourse rose, the emphasis was placed on the collective subject
of the people. At this time, historical novels were written with various people
from the minjung as protagonists.
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In the flow of New Historicism in the 2000s, the individualization of history
became more pronounced due to economic crisis. The inner pain and conflict
that historical figures actually experienced as human beings were highlighted.
This is a rough summary of the flow of historical novels. We previously
mentioned the crisis of sovereignty and the enthusiasm for patriotism in the
1900s.

During this time, the conservative Choson Dynasty collapsed, and a forced
transition to modernity occurred. The modern nation-state—centered world
order became the normative order. Unlike the Sinocentric order centered on
China, the modern nation-state emphasized the establishment of a sovereign
state that was independent. Conversely, if the establishment of this sovereign
state failed, it could lead to colonization in the era of imperial domination.

The real threat posed by imperial powers around the Korean peninsula in
the 1900s, when the establishment of a sovereign state was an urgent task,
further intensified the sense of crisis. This sense of crisis dominated the
public discourse at the time, and literature could not help but reflect this
trend. Therefore, this is mentioned in this example that literature was
attempting to create a new culture. Historical biographical fictions are a good
representation of the spirit of the times. Traditional forms such as chronicles
("chdn") were used to emphasize patriotism and independence by presenting
national heroes and historical examples of overcoming national crises.

These historical biographical fictions strongly reflected the spirit of the
times before the establishment of modern literary forms and provided a
stepping stone for the development of historical novels. Various historical
biographical fictions from this time can be examined as examples. At the top
is a serialized newspaper novel about Korea's hero, Yi Sun-sin, followed by
other historical biographical fictions below. The story about Yi Sun-sin was a
natural choice as he is one of Korea's most famous heroes. Below that, there
is a book cover describing foreign heroes and great men. This {SOsa
kon'gukehi) entitled as "The Political Novel" is a story about William Tell, a
hero well known to all of you. The story is about a country called the
"Sosaguk,” which is an old Korean expression that refers to Switzerland.
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In the 12th century, Switzerland was occupied and suffering under
neighboring Germany. At this time, the hero William Tell was born with
heaven’s help to save his country in crisis. This story is a Chinese adaptation
of the original and is sold as a political novel. The term "adaptation” or “pdnan
(BEZR)” may be difficult to understand. A "adapted” novel is a foreign work that
is brought over and translated into a domestic novel, changing elements such
as customs, place names, and people's names to fit the domestic culture.

As we have examined the 1900s like this, now we can move on to explore
the rise of fascism and the heyday of historical novels in the 1930s and
1940s. In the 1930s, historical novels were very popular, and intellectuals'
opinions about this trend were complex. Sin Nam-ch'dl (1903-7?), a prominent
socialist thinker, believed that retrogressive tendencies were not unique to
Korea but rather a global phenomenon, manifesting in new forms that differed
from those in the past. He harshly criticized such romantic retrogressive
ideology as personal, subjective, and even fascist.

During this time, Yi Kwang-su, Kim Tong-in, Pak Chong-hwa, and Yun
Paeck-nam were prolific writers of historical novels and wrote numerous
problematic works. As we continue with this course, | ask that you pay
particular attention to this period of 1930s and 1940s. In this class, we also
briefly delve into historical novels from the 1930s to 1940s, and this is
because the 1930s and 1940s were truly the golden age of historical fiction in
Korea.

Despite criticisms from socialist intellectuals who believed that the boom
in historical fiction was intertwined with the rise of fascism, during the 1930s
and 1940s, Korea was under the oppressive rule of Japanese colonialism,
which made it difficult to openly depict the realities of the time in realism
novels. Some critics argued that the limitations of the era required authors to
use historical novels as a means of indirectly criticizing and exposing the
oppressive reality of the time.

Thus, it can be said that the boom of historical novels during this period
was a product of historical consciousness that sought to criticize and expose
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the oppressive reality of the time through a circumventing narrative of
historical novels. These two perspectives on historical fiction during this time
can be seen as reflections of the societal and political context of the era.

During the 1970s and 1980s, there was a resurgence of historical novels in
Korea, coinciding with the rise of minjung ideology. The 1970s and 1980s
were a period in Korean history that deserve great attention, as it was a time
when minjung ideology became dominant. At that time, Korea was under the
rule of military dictatorship. Therefore, it was also a period when challenging
movements against the military dictatorship were very strong. The growth of
the working—class, along with the acceleration of industrialization, were driving
forces behind this trend.

However, there were debates about the definition, character, and leadership
of the minjung. The definition of the term, the nature of the minjung, and
whether critical intellectuals, or petite bourgeoisie middle—class could be
included in the category were all topics of heated discussion. Despite these
controversies, minjung ideology served as a powerful counterpoint to the ruling
regime. As the example presented on the slide shows, minjung ideology
became a topic not only in literature and the arts but also in academic, social,
and historical fields.

The hegemonic nature of minjung ideology, which represents the entire
people rather than individual possessions, also influenced historical fiction.
Works such as {Chang Kil-san) and {T'aebaek Mountain Range), which you
will examine in this course, are products of this era. The possibility of
transformation based on the collective agency of the people was raised.
However, it has also been criticized in the 21st century for ignoring
differences in generation, gender, and social class and for imposing the notion
of "minjung’ too narrowly. Nonetheless, the resistance of the people against
this oppressive regime retains its significance as a product of this era.

We will also examine the diversification of historical materials in the
context of the New Historicism of the 2000s. Historical costume dramas have
been on the rise in Korean films since the 2000s. The term "saglk” used in
the example refers to a historical drama or film based on historical events.

A4 T G A% @



[ g

KOREA UNIVERSITY

fRRae

During this time, a Korean term called ‘faction" emerged, which is a
combination of “fact" and “fiction". Historical fiction is a genre that is born out
of the tension between fact and fiction, but in these films, directors and
writers can freely exercise their imagination while using historical events as

the basis.

This is also true for many TV dramas that are referred to as 'faction”. In
addition to the craze for historical dramas in film and television, there was
also a great demand for popular history books in the publishing market.
Popular history books were even more popular than novels at the time. Works
such as (The Da Vinci Code), {The Song of Swords), and {Hwang Chin-i)
became very popular in this trend. People started to read popular history
books just like they read novels based on historical events.

Here, we can see examples such as {Allow a Dance Hall in Seoul), If you
look at the cultural landscape and historical narratives of everyday life, there
are historical books that represent typical storytelling history, such as (The
Biography of Che Guevara), (Allow a Dance Hall in Seoul), {The Affair of the
Diamond Necklace and the Myth of Marie Antoinette), and so on.

Che Guevara is a famous socialist revolutionary, whom you are likely to be
familiar with. Despite the fact that Korea still has a strong Cold War mindset,
the book (The Biography of Che Guevara) has gained popularity. (Allow a
Dance Hall in Seoul) is also a very interesting book. (The Affair of the
Diamond Necklace and the Myth of Marie Antoinette) is also very entertaining.
If you are interested in popular history, you might want to read them.

Through these historical novels and books, we can also observe the
emergence of 'new history" trends, where the boundaries between historical
fiction and history writing become blurred. | titled here as historical as a
hybrid genre that combines fact and fiction, and the proper nouns for historical
figures competing with preexisting information. As | mentioned earlier, the
same historical figures and events can be perceived and interpreted differently
depending on how historical novels are constructed. Here, we can see Yi
Kwang-su's (Tanjong aesa) (The Tragic History of King Tanjong), which you
will have the opportunity to see it again in this course.
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In this novel published in 1930, Prince Suyang deposes his young nephew
and takes the throne, who later becomes known as King Sejo. Those who are
interested in history already have some background knowledge about King
Sejo. Based on the initial information that he deposed his young nephew and
executed him under house arrest, one can see him as a ruthless authoritarian
figure. On the other hand, some may empathize with him, thinking that it was
an inevitable choice since the young king was causing too much confusion in
ruling the country.

Historical figures like Prince Suyang, or later King Sejo, naturally have some
preexisting knowledge and information about them. Based on this, historical
fiction writers need to reproduce these figures. They could try to exclude
emotions and evaluations as much as possible, but doing so would reduce the
dramatic tension of the novel. If this were the case, the novel would not be
much different from a history book.

Then, how did Yi Kwang-su's {Tanjong aesa) present his own perspective
on the events? In the novel, the story is on the side of the young King
Tanjong, painting a negative portrait of his successor, King Sejo, who was
responsible for his dethronement and death. Prince Suyang is depicted as a
violent and dangerous man, who, at the age of 14, had already gained a
reputation as a troublemaker for kicking down a wall and running away after
being caught sleeping with a married woman. From this perspective, King Sejo
is portrayed as a violent and dangerous figure. Moreover, {(Tanjong aesa) also
portrays the "Six Martyred Ministers" (sayuksin) against King Sejo, in a
sympathetic light. Yi Kwang-su describes them like that.

"Six Martyred Ministers" refers to the six loyal subjects of King Tanjong,
who were executed by King Sejo for their failed attempt to restore Tanjong to
the throne. These devoted subjects endured severe forms of torture and
punishment, which included efforts to appease them. In a comic adaptation,
the "six martyred ministers" nobly refuse Sejo's offer to serve him as officials
if they were to acknowledge his authority. In this comic that portrays the "six
martyred ministers’, King Sejo is depicted as accusing them of plotting a
rebellion while receiving a salary from the government, and the six martyred
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ministers, who are portrayed as having never taken a penny,

face their deaths for not swearing allegiance to King Sejo. This presents a
sympathetic portrayal of them because they did not pledge loyalty to King
Sejo. The common people's reaction is also depicted as very sympathetic
towards the ministers. However, can we see such historical reactions through
historical records? The records of those reactions are not preserved. Some
people could have criticized the six ministers, while others could have felt
sorry for them. In the past, historical records did not include the reactions of
the people. As the writer focuses on reproducing the sympathetic reactions of
the people toward the six officials it can be said that he envisioned this novel
with a sympathetic perspective toward them.

Yi Kwang-su wrote the novel with a sympathetic view that competes with
pre—existing knowledge and information about historical figures. Indeed,
different novels may present historical figures in different ways, depending on
the author's perspective. In the novel, {Suyang Taegun) (Grand Prince Suyang),
written by Kim Tong-in, the protagonist Prince Suyang is evaluated positively.
The author wrote this character with an understanding that there were reasons
for his actions. However, as these aspects will be covered in detail later in
the course, we will move on. When it comes to the subject of representation,
there are two primary classifications: the panoramic/bird's—eye view and the
microscopic/fly's—eye view. Let's first consider the latter perspective.

This representation involves a microscopic view or what we might refer to
as a fly's—eye view. The author's perspective plays a critical role in how they
perceive and portray historical events. Depending on their viewpoint, the
structure of the novel can vary significantly. In essence, this variance is an
essential technique in the art of novel construction. Here, the panoramic and
bird's—eye views refer to the perspective of viewing from a high altitude. This
is Yu Hyon—jong’s (Tulp’ul) (Wild Grass), published in 1976.

As | explained earlier, the 1970s and 80s were the era of minjung
literature, emphasizing new interest and transformation of the people
oppressed by the ruling class. The novel (Wild Grass) is also part of this
trend. The historical period presented in this novel is the time of the Tonghak
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Peasant Revolution or the Kabo Peasant Revolution, in which the people
revolted. Im Yo-sam is presented as a representative of the people's uprising.
Therefore, in a panoramic, bird's—eye view that captures the paradigm of the
people, this novel concludes with the representation of the peasant uprising,
which may fail now but will rise again, just like wild grass.

On the other hand, the same period of Tonghak Peasant Revolution was
also described from the microscopic point of view. Yet, it focuses the
internalized psychology of individuals. Additionally, it features a critical
intellectual as the protagonist, rather than showcasing a representative peasant
figure. This fly's eye view can be understood as the perspective of an insect.
From the insect's point of view, individuals thrown onto the grand historical
stage do not necessarily share the same desires or motives. This critical
intellectual appears as a member of the noble class who rebels against his
father, and even stands against his own class and but with the peasants.

The reason for his rebellion against his own class is not to revolutionize
society from the perspective of the peasants, but rather because he dislikes
the closed and confined situation he finds himself in, rebelling against his
father. Through this rebellion, he ultimately rises against the Tonghak peasant
leader Chon Pong-jun and tragically ends up as a figure who dies at the
hands of these leaders. Therefore, twisted desires and betrayals of humans
are being depicted. In this aspect, depending on the perspective, the same
era and characters can be depicted differently. It is important to understand
this concept.
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The main theme of this course is the past and present of Korean historical
novels. Historical novels cannot be indifferent to the historical environment or
changes, as they are based on historical events. Not only the historical
background of the novel, but also the contemporary social and historical
context of the author and that of readers like you and me, are all crucial to
consider when writing historical novels.

Korean historical novels have been continuously written since the 1900s to
the present day. In this process, we are going to deal with many historical
novels, but there are many historical novels that | have not introduced.
Considering the lecturer's capability and novels’ importance, | have structured
the first to fifth weeks as follows:

Admiral Yi Sun-sin is the most revered historical figure who is always
vying for the top two positions with King Sejong. Even to this day, his
popularity has not waned. This popularity is sustained by the continuous
production of various representations related to Admiral Yi Sun-sin.

While historical novels played a significant role in promoting his story,
visual media also played an important part. For example, the trilogy movie
series on Yi Sun-sin released in 2014, 2022, and 2023 will be covered in this
course. Admiral Yi Sun-sin had an exceptional appeal during a time of crisis.
He had to face well-prepared enemies without any support from the court. It
was extremely difficult for even the most exceptional military commanders to
achieve victory against such formidable opponents of Japan. However, it was
Admiral Yi Sun-sin who accomplished this daunting task, which is why he is
revered as a great figure in Korean history.

For those who are interested in Admiral Yi Sun-sin, it is recommended that
you learn more about him through this course. Additionally, you may also want
to examine the process and background that led him to be commemorated as

@3 Al A EA g



[ g

KOREA UNIVERSITY

a national hero. This part of the lecture also focuses on understanding the
historical background of the Imjin War, which was an international conflict in
East Asia. By considering the changes in the regional context, one can gain a
new perspective and understanding of the significance of the Imjin War that
may not be readily visible from a national perspective. This photo is the
underground exhibition hall located in Kwanghwamun. Although it is dedicated
to showcasing artifacts related to the Imjin War,

the explanation of the historical background of the three countries in East
Asia may be somewhat lacking in the exhibition hall. So attending this course
and exploring the exhibition hall will provide a much more diverse experience
and perspective. This is the War Memorial of Korea, related to the historical
traces of Yi Sun-sin and you can see a model of his turtle ship displayed
there. Every country has its own war memorials. So, they can be seen as
spaces that vividly reveal national identity. In the heart of Seoul, there is a
large—scale war memorial near Samgakji. Therefore, one might wonder why
Admiral Yi Sun-sin's turtle ship is displayed at the War Memorials.In any case,
the Imjin War, which was led by Admiral Yi Sun-sin, was a war. In terms of
Yi's achievements, the turtle ship was an indispensable weapon that cannot be
explained without mentioning it.

However, the actual turtle ship no longer exists, and it is imagination and
inference that fill the gap. The turtle ship was Admiral Yi Sun-sin's secret
weapon and key to victory. Although it was a secret weapon, the turtle ship
played a significant role and was instrumental in the great victory at the Battle
of Hansan. However, Yi Sun-sin was wrongly accused and put in prison by
Won Kyun, and at that time, the turtle ship was completely destroyed, and its
existence gradually faded away.

Therefore, the model of the turtle ship was created based on people's
imagination and speculation after the fact. It would be great if we could
critically reflect on the meaning of war and peace between the reality and
glorification of the turtle ship. By 1920 there was even an idea that turtle ship
was a submarine instead of an ironclad warship. Although it is unreasonable to
view the turtle ship as a submarine, the legend of the turtle ship had already
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been inflated too much.

Therefore, we should consider how we view the reality and glorification of
the turtle ship in relation to the meaning of war and peace. And we should
also ask whether War Memorials are unnecessarily inflating the importance of
war. In addition to remembering the victories of war, we should also
remember the destruction brought about by war and the misery of the people
of that time. And in order to establish lasting peace, it would be great if the
exhibition included efforts to establish peace and efforts to reflect on the
impact of war on people's lives, With such intention, | brought this image of
the model of the turtle ship in the War Memorial.

The movie (Hansan: Rising Dragon) depicts a ship called Bokukaisen (&/#&
%) that resembles an imaginative guardian animal. Japanese people remember
the Imjin War as a defeat because they lost in the battles against Yi Sun-sin.
How do they represent this event thereafter? Although there are surprisingly
few records about the turtle ship and no physical evidence remains, there is a
record that refers to it as Bokukaisen. It was also sometimes referred to as
Mekurabune (B#%). Bokukaisen gained popularity among the general public
after being mentioned by Japanese soldiers in the 2022 Korean movie
(Hansan: Rising Dragon).

Bokukaisen refers to a wooden—hulled ship, A&# in classical Chinese
characters, and it has no special meaning. The image of a mythical creature
called Shachihoko, with sharp spines on its back, is said to have been
reminiscent of the appearance of Bokukaisen. In the photo on the right,
Shachihoko is guarding the roofs of Bokukaisen at Nagoya Castle in Japan.
Therefore, if you happen to travel to Japan and visit Nagoya Castle, please
take a closer look at the roofs and think "Oh, this is Shachihoko,” and
understand that the image of the turtle ship was also perceived through this
animal.

The left photo is the cover of Katano Tsugio's book, based on historical
evidence, featuring Yi Sun-sin and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, titled "Yi Sun-sin and
Toyotomi Hideyoshi“ and the subtitle is "The Bunroku-Keicho War®. At that
time, the Japanese referred to the Imjin War as the Bunroku-Keicho War,
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which is why the book has such a subtitle. The appearance of the turtle ship
that the Japanese imagined is quite interesting. Should we say that it has a
fierce look in its eyes? Interestingly, the fact that the actual turtle ship does
not exist has led to more diverse imaginative representations both in Japan
and Korea.

Thus, tradition is impossible without continuity and contemporaneity. Yi
Sun-sin is a representative symbol and model that fulfills this. However, it is
our obligation and responsibility to think about how we can more broadly and
dynamically revitalize this asset called Yi Sun-sin, reflecting the changes of
the times and presenting it in a more diverse way.

This photo is the underground exhibition hall dedicated to King Sejong and
the exhibition themed the revival of Han'gul. King Sejong is the most beloved
historical figure among Koreans, and the creation of Han'gul, his Korean script,
is still shrouded in mystery, leaving people to wonder how it was suddenly
created. The exhibition, which captures the aesthetic beauty of Han'gul, is
located beneath the statue of King Sejong in Kwanghwamun. As you can see
there, various creative designs based on Han'gul have been developed, with
some creating patterns for clothing and applying it to everyday objects.

During the global pandemic, In Mexico, masks using Han'gll were made
and distributed to local marginalized groups. The portrait of King Sejong,
holding a book written in Han'gll and smiling broadly, was created by
Mexicans. King Sejong and his era are not only associated with the creation of
Han'gll, but also with many diverse achievements in various fields. King
Sejong was a leader who was proficient in both the humanities and natural
sciences.

However, the biggest reason we commemorate King Sejong is because of
his creation of Han'gul. It is crucial to note that regardless of how well King
Sejong created Han'gul, if it was not ultimately used, it would not have
become a tradition, and Han'gul would have eventually disappeared. Therefore,
it is extremely important to recognize the people who used, inherited, and
developed Hangul and the fact that many of them were women.
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In this lecture on King Sejong, | suggest that you take a closer look at
how women played a significant role in the history, which could allow you to
see the exhibition from a new perspective. | called the Chiphydnjon (Hall of
Assembled Worthies) the central stage of the mystery surrounding the creation
of Han'gll. The creation of Han'gll was proclaimed to have been made by
King Sejong one day, which created a mystery that has been the subject of
much interest by authors. Therefore, the novel {The Deep-rooted Tree), which
uncovers the dark area that has not been clarified by records, using plausible
imagination, what you can see on the left of the screen.

This novel was influenced by {The Da Vinci Code) and also drew inspiration
from Umberto Eco's {The Name of the Rose). {The Name of the Rose) is a
novel that assumes the existence of a comedy theory that is not found in
Aristotle's "Poetics,” which only contains a theory of tragedy. The novel
employs a mystery and a detective narrative to solve a murder case. The core
theme of this novel is not the murder case itself, but rather the clash
between the authority of the established order that seeks to monopolize and
prohibit the desire to understand comedy, and the universal intellectual
curiosity and desire to know that arises about something prohibited.

This also deals with the issue of letters, and how we view what we call
the written word, from a broad perspective. {The Name of the Rose) is
centered around a closed and isolated space called a monastery. (The
Deep-rooted Tree) takes place in a location called the Chiphyonjon, which was
the birthplace of Han'gul and explored the world of letters. The Chiphyonjon is
a place where a struggle occurred between those who wanted to keep the
secret of the creation of Han'gll and those who sought to uncover i,
ultimately leading to the life-threatening battle between those who tried to
keep it and those who tried to destroy Han'gul.

Therefore, both the monastery and Chiphyonjon can also be seen as
historical examples of how space regulates human consciousness, As you may
already know, Kydngbok Palace is a very famous tourist attraction in Korea.
Inside of the Kyodngbok Palace, there is a building called Sujongjon. There is
no Chiphyonjon building now. Since the Sujongjon building was the site of the
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former Chiphyonjon, if you visit Kydngbok Palace after taking this lecture, you
can check the Sujongjon building and appreciate that it is the background for
the birth of the novel (The Deep-rooted Tree), and that it was the actual
location of the Chiphyonjon. This could be a much richer experience.

This is “the restored tomb of the famous kisaeng Hwang Chin-i..." As it is
located in North Korea, we cannot freely visit there, so | ended the sentence
with ellipsis. During the Choson Dynasty, kisaeng was of the lowest class
known as ‘ch’dnmin,“ which literally means the lowest people in classical
Chinese characters. Most kisaengs during that time were affiliated with
government offices and served as entertainers at royal banquets and events
for male aristocrats, providing music, dance, and other cultural performances
to liven up the atmosphere. This course also covers historical novels on
kisaeng.

In 1908, with the announcement of the Kisaeng Regulation, the social
status of kisaeng was repositioned as modern kisaeng from their previous
status as lowly born government slaves. While they were freed from their
previous status restrictions, the Japanese colonial authorities enforced a permit
system through the Kisaeng Regulation. Therefore, they had to join the
Kisaeng Association and obtain permission from the local government office,
and also undergo periodic venereal disease tests, which most kisaengs
detested.

Nonetheless, with the birth of modernity, kisaengs underwent an historic
transformation into ‘“freelance” laborers, which is a form of service and
commodity labor. I'd like you to explore the historical process of these
changes as you follow along with this lecture. In this process, new kisaengs
emerged as cutting-edge modern women of the time. These new kisaengs
were portrayed in various ways, such as young stylish women with bobbed
haircut, called “tanbal rang” or appearing as actresses or singers. You can
learn more about this by taking the course.

Furthermore, an important point here is the concept of 'mydnggi,” or
famous kisaengs, and the most representative myonggi is Hwang Chin—=i, who
is well-known to all Koreans. In 2011, North Korea restored Hwang Chin-i's
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tomb, as shown in the photo | presented. The tombstone reads "Mydngwdl
Hwang Chin-i." However, according to historical records, Hwang Chin-i asked
to be buried on the streets, but | cannot confirm whether this tomb is located
on the street or not, as | couldnt visit there.

Hong Sok-chung's historical novel, "Hwang Chin=i," is a North Korean
historical novel The erotic illustrations in the novel, and Hwang Chin-i's life
intersected with those, make me think, somewhat whimsically, that | too
would like to visit North Korea sometime soon and see for myself how Hwang
Chin-i's tomb has been restored. Kisaengs also participated in the March 1st
Movement at Tapkol Park where the Declaration of Independence and the first
‘Manse” protest were announced. If you are learning Korean history, the
March 1st Movement of 1919 is an essential part of it.

It was a nationwide uprising against Japan's unauthorized rule, and a mass
movement of the people. Kisaengs also participated in this movement. In
Suwon in Kyonggi Province, 33 righteous kisaengs were restored to their
rightful places in history, like this. The March 1st Movement was symbolized
by the 33 patriotic representatives who read the Declaration of Independence
and shouted "Manse" before being arrested by Japanese police, making the
number 33 historically significant.

Therefore, the 33 restored kisaengs also hold historical significance, as they
participated in the March 1st Movement. These kisaengs were on their way to
the hospital for a health inspection, which included venereal disease testing.
The colonial government required them to undergo the examination, but the
kisaengs found it to be a deeply humiliating act. In the midst of their usual
anger and the fervor of the March 1st Movement, the 33 kisaengs raised their
voices of “Manse” protest, facing the Japanese police right in front of them.

The list of the 33 kisaengs who were found and restored can be seen on
the left. Meanwhile, young students gathered in Tapkol Park, also known as
Pagoda Park at the time, where they read the Declaration of Independence
and shouted "Manse" for the first time. The octagonal pavilion in the park,
called “Palgakchong” is where the Manse demonstration of the March 1st
Movement first began, T apkol Park in Seoul holds such historical significance.
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It is recommended that you visit T'apkol Park in Chongno and try to find
the octagonal pavilion, where the Declaration of Independence and the first
"Manse" cry were made during the March 1st Movement. You can imagine
that the kisaengs were there with numerous young students and people
shouting "Manse" together. They then moved to Taehanmun Gate, which is
currently undergoing restoration work but was filled with cheers and shouts
from the people at the time. Reflecting on the significance of the March 1st
Movement along Seoul city might also be meaningful. At that time, kisaengs
engaged in their social reality were referred to as thoughtful kisaengs at the
time, and these 33 virtuous gisaengs were also considered as embodying the
spirit of thoughtful kisaengs.

Between the Great Thief and the Righteous Outlaw: the legend and trace
of Im Kkok-chong, a folk hero. | made this title for our discussion about
outlaws. QOutlaws exist in both East and West, but the problem is that they
would have been ordinary people who would not have become thieves if they
had been living peacefully. The corrupt upper class, oppression, and greed
become the background for the emergence of outlaws. However, it does not
mean that outlaws necessarily share their food and property with the people.
Punishing and getting rid of the wicked upper class alone makes the suffering
people cheer for the outlaws. They reflect their own dissatisfaction and
resentment through these outlaws and gain satisfaction.

As mentioned earlier, in the west an outlaw is a figure of justice like Robin
Hood. Robin Hood was a symbol of an upright thief in the West rather than a
special individual. In Korea, such a great outlaw is Im Kkok—-chong, Despite
the historical records in the Choson Dynasty only reflecting the upper class's
view that it was a big problem that they could not catch him quickly, the
common people did not see it that way. That is important thing to note.

The Kosokchong in the Hant'an River of Kangwdn Province on the right is
a historic site about Im Kkok-chdng, even though the real Im Kkok-chong
never actually came here. It is that Im Kkok-chong turned into a fish called
"kkedkehi" after defeating the government soldiers and are still guarding
themselves. Therefore, regardless of historical records, the Kosokchong can be
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seen as a historic site that embodies the people's resilience and hope.

If you ever visit Kangwon Province, you can visit this place and think about
this site where the people have created a myth and legend about Im
Kkok-chong even though he never actually came here. This is the part where
| explained about the “ch’onmin”. As we progress through the course, we can
think about which historical figures appear within the class system.

@ A TSt B 57



1o e g

KOREA UNIVERSITY

fRRae

AXtA| - %} 70IE @, FAAAN FHX|9| SA

This class also serves as a guide for the main lectures that | will be
teaching in this course, In addition, | will provide supplementary materials for
these classes, including readings that | suggest for further understanding.

This is Tongli pogam), the first Korean medical book to be registered in
UNESCO's Memory of the World Programme and the Museum of Traditional
Korean Medicine. This is the book <(Tongli pogam) written by HS Chun.
(Tonglii pogam) is a classic medical book in Korea and is still an important
reference for traditional Korean medicine. In 2009, the book (Tongli pogam)
was registered in UNESCO's Memory of the World Programme, reaffirming its
significance. Although (Tongli pogam) was already a significant medical book
in the field of traditional Korean medicine, it was the novel {Tongui pogam) by
Yi Un-sdng that made it common knowledge to the public.

The novel {Tongli pogam) was published in 1990 after being serialized in a
magazine. This book attracted tremendous popularity, selling over four million
copies and completely changing the perception of the general public towards
(Tongli pogam). Based on this book, the drama "HO6 Chun" was made and
achieved the highest ratings in Korean historical dramas, and overall ranked
fourth among all dramas, showing its immense popularity.

| have chosen this work as an excellent example of how a cultural heritage
can truly shine when it is inherited and developed in a modern context. The
reason that {Tongli pogam) was able to become a UNESCO's Memory of the
World Programme was due to its focus on preventive medicine and public
healthcare.

The meaning of (Tongti pogam) for us lies in reminding us of such spirit
of healthcare, as public sectors continue to be privatized and commodified in
the wake of neoliberalism currently. It is important to note that even the
medical sector is not an exception to this trend. At the core of the (Tongui
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pogam) lies the spirit of preventive medicine and public health, which aimed
to promote the health and well-being of the people, and which every literate
person was expected to be familiar with. | would like to emphasize this point
once again as a guide.

The picture on the right is the Museum of Traditional Korean Medicine in
Seoul, where visitors can experience and view Korean medicine and its
history, including {Tongui pogam). Exhibition halls related to Korean medicine
are available on the first to third floors, making it a great place to visit for
those who are interested in this field. It is said that the direct descendants of
HS6 Chun, who wrote {Tongli pogam), are living in North Korea, and | wrote
about (Tongli pogam) as a North Korean historical novel. H6 Chun's direct
descendants are assumed to reside in North Korea now. HO Chun's
10th—generation descendant is said to have moved to Haeju in Hwanghae
Province, which is currently part of North Korea. Therefore, his direct
descendants are now in North Korea. Even in North Korea, {Tongli pogam) is
considered an important cultural asset.

According to research, {Tongli pogam) is considered a "social and cultural
tourism resource” in North Korea. This refers to social and cultural objects and
phenomena that can be used for tourism and tourist attractions. This type of
resource are used as cultural heritage resources and museum resources. Since
the 1980s, North Korea, which has increasingly opened up to external travel
and tourism, has evaluated (Tongli pogam) as a historical and cultural
resource among the social and cultural tourism resources and exhibited it.

n contrast, historical novels about it were published later than in South
Korea. In Korea, the novel {Tongli pogam) was published as a standalone
book in 1990, while in North Korea, a full-length historical novel about it was
published by Kimsong Publishing in 2018. | am very curious to know which
museum in North Korea is exhibiting this {Tongli pogam), but | have not
been able to confirm it. It would be nice to have some research on this topic,
but it has not been done yet. However, let me introduce the author's epilogue
in the North Korean novel {Tongli pogam), which reads,

"The (Tongli pogam), one of the most precious three classics of Korean
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medicines that will be passed down from generation to generation. It is a
precious treasure of the nation, was a total reflection of the life of the
medical practitioner H6 Chun, who devoted his burning passion, warm heart,
and struggling body and soul to his country and people, and his entire life
was undoubtedly a treasure of life, or ‘pogam’ itself." Since this course does
not cover North Korean historical novels, | have provided this explanation as a
guide for you here. | believe that the popularity of the drama "H® Chun" in
South Korea may have influenced the historical novel {Tongli pogam) in North
Korea. North Korea might have worried that all would have been all taken
away by South Korea, so North Korea could have hurriedly claimed {Tongui
pogam) as its cultural heritage

and turned it into a historical novel. This is my conjecture. In this section, |
cover Korean ginseng, its scientific name Panax ginseng, and Kaesong
merchants. | discuss the Korean ginseng and the stories of great ginseng
merchants. Ginseng is a representative herbal medicine in Korea and is also a
very popular health food. As such, it is considered as important as rice to
Koreans. However, while preparing for this lecture, | realized that there were
many parts | did not know. The main producing areas of ginseng are in East
Asia and North America.

China and the Korean Peninsula are geographically connected like this. so |
had assumed that East Asian ginseng would look the same in both countries.
However, Imamura Tomo (1870-1943) compiled a seven-volume book on
ginseng, which can be seen in this course. Imamura Tomo's materials show
that the forms of ginseng are different. In the photo on the left, you can see
that ginseng from the Chinese mainland, specifically from Liaodong region, has
very short roots compared to American wild ginseng from North America,

which has many fine roots. In contrast, Korean ginseng, also known as
Koryo ginseng, looks so similar to humans that it triggers humanistic
imagination about whether its efficacy is significant. Although studies that
scientifically prove its efficacy continue to be published, the legends and
myths about ginseng have been passed down due to the appearance of Koryd
ginseng being so similar to humans.
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Imamura Tomo also includes myths and legends in his book, which has
been translated into Korean from Japanese. There was a highly popular drama
called "Hometown of Legends" in Korea. The title refers to various versions of
stories related to myths and legends. Among its stories, there is a famous
horror episode with the line "Give my leg back!". There was a rumor that if
one cut and cook the leg of a corpse, it would heal the sick, and one person
went to get the leg. While carrying the leg, he heard footsteps behind him
and a voice saying 'Give my leg back!" and chased him all night. When he
finally escaped and cooked the leg, he found out that it was actually the root
of ginseng. This story may have originated from the resemblance of ginseng
to the human body.

Ginseng is also closely associated with the identity of the Kaesodng
merchants. The picture on the right is a photograph of famous figures of
Kaesong merchants. This story should be referred to in this course. Through
the ginseng expo, we can see the global distribution and movement of
ginseng. Currently, most of Korea's ginseng is produced in the southern
region, so ginseng-related festivals, exhibitions, and museums are also mainly
located there. In particular, the city of Yongju in the southern region has an
ginseng museum and hosts a ginseng expo to exhibit the history and artifacts
of ginseng.

Yet, in the photo, you can see Louis XIV and information about European
pharmacology. Ginseng spread beyond East Asian trade and reached Europe.
Earlier, | showed you wild ginseng from North America, which resembles East
Asian ginseng. When ginseng was discovered in North America, it caused a
"ginseng rush” that was comparable to the gold rush in the western United
States. The global trade of ginseng contributed to the fame of the Kaesdng
merchants, stimulating the imaginations of writers.

One interesting example is the painting of “a man wearing hanbok,” drawn
by Peter Paul Rubens in the 17th century, which is surrounded by various
stories. In this lecture | have presented a photo of ‘Man in Korean Costume”
that Rubens drew, and | have introduced a story that this man was a Kaesong
merchant in Venice imagined in by O Se-yong's historical novel, {Kaesong
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merchant in Venice), in this lecture. Another interesting speculation is shown
in Yi Sang-hun’s historical novel, that imagines the man in hanbok not as a
Kaesong merchant, but as Chang Yong-sil (#%=E&,?-?), who invented many
scientific tools during the reign of King Sejong.

Chang was a person who advanced scientific technology during the reign of
King Sejong, but he disappeared completely from public records after being
accused for poorly designing the king's palanquin. Therefore, the final fate of
Chang Yong-sil is unknown, making it a "dark area" of history. However, this
novel speculates that Chang went to ltaly and became the model for the man
in hanbok painted by Rubens. This imaginative novel is scheduled to be
produced as a global content on an OTT platform and even features Leonardo
da Vinci. It would be very interesting to see how this novel will be produced
as a global content.

Therefore, the imagination of such globalized networks despite the clear
temporal constraints of the era, fueled by great global curiosity and creative
imagination, suggests that this could lead to the continued production of other
novels or audiovisual works. Therefore, the history of the diaspora is a perfect
example of such global networks. | named it "the desire of the erased to
reconstruct their history and the global road’. The history of Korean
immigration can be divided into four periods.

The first period, from the late Choson dynasty in 1860 to 1910, was a
time of political turmoil, famine, and poverty, which led to emigration to the
Primorsky Krai of Russia from the 1860s. This period saw the first wave of
immigration to Manchuria, China, Hawaii in the United States, and Mexico. The
second period, from 1910 to 1945, was the period of Japanese colonial rule,
during which farmers and workers who had their land and means of
production taken away emigrated to Manchuria or Japan.

The third period, from 1945 to 1962, was the period covering the Korean
War and before the government established an immigration policy. During this
time, most people who left Korea for the United States were biracial children,
Korean women married to U.S. soldiers, and students studying abroad. This
was also a product of the Cold War era. The fourth period, from 1962 to the
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present, is the era when the immigration gates were opened, and there have
been cases of group immigration for settlement purposes. In 1963, 103
Korean immigrants moved to Brazil to work in agriculture, which can be
considered a representative case.

However, in the history of Korean immigration, there were 1,033
immigrants who were forced into hard labor due to a Mexican immigration
scam in 1905, leaving a painful history. Many people lost their lives due to
harsh labor on the Henequen farm in Mexico. As a supplement to this lecture,
| would like to introduce three Korean novels that deal with the 1905 Mexican
immigration as additional reading material. While <{(Black Flower) will be
discussed in this lecture,  the story also appears in the new fiction or “sin
sosol” (Wdlhagain), and Chu Yo-sop's (1902-1972) (To Catch a Cloud) also
deals with this issue.

This is the collection in which Yi Hae-jo (1869-1927)'s (Wodlhagain) is
included. And the second novel, Chu Yo-sdp's (1902-1972) (To Catch a
Cloud) was written in 1935. (Black Flower) is a very recent work by Kim
Yong—ha (1968-). These three works all deal with the history of Korean
diaspora, who had to suffer through hardship after falling victim to the 1905
Mexican immigration scam. | titled this part as “The global road, the history of
ideals and betrayal of the Korean diaspora.” Here, we see a photo showing
the current number of Korean immigrants, or the Korean diaspora.

The global road is the term | use to describe the history of Korean
diaspora. How many people have left the Korean Peninsula and scattered
throughout the world? The number is around 8 million, which is a considerable
number, equivalent to about 10% of the total population of Korea. Although
the population of Korea is not very large compared to other countries, there is
a significant Korean diaspora. The diaspora is characterized by forced migration.

Although it is now used as a general term for all immigrants, the original
meaning was for people who left their hometown unwillingly. Therefore,
(Pachinkoy by Min Jin Lee is a novel that portrays the life of the Korean
diaspora. This novel was adapted into an Applet drama and became popular
worldwide. It sheds light on the lives of Koreans living in Japan, known as
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Zainichi, over four generations from Korean American writer's perspective.
Including <Pachinko), Korean literature written by Koreans around the world is
currently very active. Furthermore, in the field of literature, leaving home and
embarking on a journey is often seen as a significant motif.

From the act of leaving home, unexpected encounters and conflicts,
hardships and trials, to the happy or tragic ending, it all begins with leaving
home. As seen in the current photo, while Korean immigration to China and
the Middle East is decreasing, immigration to Europe and the United States is
showing an increasing trend. However, in quantitative terms, Korean diaspora
in China, the United States, and Japan are overwhelmingly dominant. This is
not only because of the geographical proximity, but also because of Korea's
deep relationship with the tumultuous history that it has gone through.

As revealed in the Mexican immigration scam, the hope for a new life
through immigration sometimes ended in endless frustration and resignation.
However, the immigration route of Mexican immigrants who participated in the
Cuban Revolution is very interesting. The movie {Jerdnimo) is a great example
of this. {Jerénimo) is a documentary film released in 2019. It tells the story
of how a second-generation Korean—-Cuban became a key figure in the Cuban
Revolution.

Jerénimo's father, Im Ch'én-t'aek, as | mentioned earlier, was a victim of
the Mexican immigration scam when he was only two years old. He suffered
from harsh labor on the Henequen farm in Mexico with his single mother.
After leaving Mexico in 1921 and immigrating to Cuba, he supported the
independence movement in Korea's colonial era. Im Ch'dn-t'aek's son, Im
Un-jo (1926-2006), is Jeronimo, the protagonist of the documentary.

He meets Castro at university and gets involved in the Cuban Revolution.
Director Chon Hu-sok, a Korean American filmmaker, portrays the two
generations in his documentary film {(Jeronimo). The film {Jerénimo) was born
when the director, who was on a trip to Cuba, coincidentally met Jerdnimo's
daughter. The unexpected connections of the diaspora demonstrate how they
create new histories and cultures as global roads.
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Let's view the trailer for this film briefly. Furthermore, there is a lecture on
the topic of Partisan guerilla, which forms the foundation of the anti-Japanese
myth and guerrilla warfare in North Korea. In fact, North Korea was born
based on this anti-Japanese guerilla spirit, Therefore, to understand North
Korea, one cannot understand the process of its establishment and subsequent
succession without understanding anti—Japanese guerillas or partisans. Thus, in
the context of supplementing the ninth week lecture, | presented three pieces
of material related to North Korea's anti-Japanese guerilla.

The recollections of anti-Japanese guerilla participants are emphasized as
representative  public memories and records, and the monument to
revolutionary martyrs that commemorates the public achievements of
anti-Japanese guerillas is a force that can enable the succession of the
regime. Here, there are the graves of revolutionary fighters, which become the
basis for justifying the preservation of cultural heritage and the regime's
succession through its preservation. Additionally, the group gymnastics
"Arirang” is a collective dance rooted in the anti-Japanese revolutionary
struggle. Thus, North Korea can be seen as being organized around
anti-Japanese guerilla activity.

Finally, to conclude this lesson, let us consider Brecht's perspective on how
we view history. In his poem "Questions From a Worker Who Reads,” Brecht
raises the following question: “In the books you will read the names of kings.
Did the kings haul up the lumps of rock? Where, the evening that the Great
Wall of China was finished, did the masons go? Caesar defeated the Gauls.
Did he not even have a cook with him? If we accept history at face value
without questioning it, life becomes easier,

but Brecht warns us against this in “Questions From a Worker Who
Reads”. A life without questioning leads to the normalization of injustice,
inequality, and unfairness. The names and identities of the bricklayers who
built the Great Wall of China are lost to history. Similarly, in the case of
Napoleon's accomplishments, there were soldiers who contributed to his
success, yet their names have been forgotten by history, even though he
must have had a cook for him. However, the names of these people are not
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recorded in history. “Questions From a Worker Who Reads” is precisely what
reminds us that history should begin from this kind of questioning. It is my
hope that this course could fulfill such a role.
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